Grant Funded Improvements

Over the years, the City of Lynn Haven has benefited a great deal from the use of grant money obtained from various federal, state and private foundation sources.  Grant funding totaling over $2.2 million has provided new recreational facilities, utility lines, street improvements, beautification projects, updated technology for various departments, firefighting equipment, and numerous other opportunities for improvements throughout the City.
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After experiencing severe flooding during Hurricane Opal, grant funds were utilized to mitigate future flood damages due to hurricanes.  FEMA grant funds have recently been used to elevate a private residence to mitigate flooding of the home.
The construction of the pedestrian overpass at Mowat Middle School provides a safe way for children to cross over Highway 390 on their way to and from school.  This safety enhancement was made possible with grant funds provided by the Florida Department of Transportation.
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Lynn Haven Recreation Complex 








located at the end of Hilltop Lane
The City currently has the following active grants:
Repetitive Flood Loss Program – The Federal Emergency Management Agency has awarded funding to the City to elevate a privately owned, single family residence that has experienced repeated flooding over the years due to hurricanes.  This project will be funded by grant funds and the homeowner who will benefit greatly by elevating their home to a level at least two feet above the base flood elevation.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency has also awarded funds to the City for the acquisition and demolition of three privately owned, single-family residences.  The purpose of these grants is to eliminate flooding of repetitive flood loss structures.

Cain Griffin Park Phase III – The Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Recreation awarded the City $61,462 in grant funds during 2007 for additional improvements to Cain Griffin Park.  Swings sets, park benches, and a picnic shelter make up the majority of this project. 
A. L. Kinsaul Park Phase II – The Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Recreation has also awarded the City $112,500 in grant funds to make improvements to A. L. Kinsaul Park.  Many folks know this park as the 5th Street ballpark, located on scenic North Bay at the end of West 5th Street.  These grant funds, along with funding provided by the City, will build a new baseball field, a playground and a picnic pavilion.
Highway 77 Landscaping – The City has been striving to enhance the aesthetics of Highway 77 over the past several years.  The Florida Department of Transportation has participated in the funding for the planting of trees and shrubs in the medians and shoulders of the roadway.  Roadside Beautification Assistance Program Funds have once again been allocated to Lynn Haven for irrigation and plants to be placed in the next phase located near the Lynn Haven Post Office on Highway 77.  The current funding level is $150,000.
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) – The Gulf Coast Children’s Advocacy Center approached the City six years ago and requested that we assist them in obtaining funding for a new program they were proposing.  The program would be referred to as Kid’s Court and designed to prepare children who must appear in court, typically as a victim or witness of abuse.  The City Commission felt this was a worthwhile program that could benefit children throughout the area and agreed to apply for the funding and administer the grant, since there was no cash expense to the City.  Due to the success of the program, the City has continued to assist the Children’s Advocacy Center each year by applying for ongoing funding.
Florida Gulf Coastal Program – The U. S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, granted funding to the City for shoreline stabilization and stormwater pond restoration.  Several retention ponds throughout the City benefited by control of invasive plants and the planting of trees.  These trees now offer habitat for a variety of birds.  Certain areas along North Bay benefited with the placement of rip rap to control erosion along the shoreline and the planting of appropriate plants.  These plants now provide safe nesting refuges for birds and other animals.
Gang Resistance Education and Training Program (G. R. E. A. T.) – The sixth grade students of Mowat Middle School will receive gang resistance training from the Lynn Haven Police Department during the current school year.  Incentive awards and necessary training tools will be purchased utilizing $7,729 received from the U. S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance.
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The use of grant funding for infrastructure improvements played a vital role in bringing economic opportunities to Lynn Haven with the expansion and relocation of Sallie Mae, The Trane Company, and Merrick Industries.  











Some of the most visible improvements made with the assistance of grant funding are different recreation improvements at Cain Griffin Park, A. L. Kinsaul Park, Porter Park, and the City’s recreation complex.  The majority of these grant funds were received from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Recreation, through their Florida Recreational Development Assistance Program.











